The apocalypse is already here, Pandemics, climate change, deadly asteroids,
atomic war, aliens = that is only some of the possible scenarios, But the scenarios for
saving humankind are considerably fewer; mostly revolving around the idea of coloniz-
ing other planets, Are we so shortsighted that we cannot come up with anything but the
repetition of our history? Haven’t we learned a lesson from the history of colonization?
Are we capable of creating and sustaining a new ecosystem on the Moon or Mars, while
barely preserving the only one we've got now? Is it (os’rro)e’rhicol to plant our feet on
another planet without its permission?

The *black swan’ theory says that such catastrophic events can happen unexpect=
edly and suddenly. In the worst~case scenario, if we have to come to terms with the
end of our planet and history, what human legacy if not its life preservation, apart
from space debris, will we leave in the Universe? One could consider analogues of the
golden phonograph record, on which are recorded images and sounds of Earth’s life
and culture, sent in the space probe Voyager. However) nothing can be a substitute
for ourselves, human beings.

What if we just catapult ourselves into outer space? Just our bodies, without anything
else, We would save weight and volume, and so the flight would be simpler and cost
less. And what is most important, outer space is an excellent space for conservation for a
long, long time. Outer space is an excellent environment for cryoanabiosis — suspended
animation by freezing = a vacuum and an almost absolute zero,

In order fo avoid solar radiation and unexpected collisions with other cosmic bodies,
| am proposing one of the Lagrange points to be chosen, These are locations between
two bodies orbiting around one another {for example, the Sun and the Moon, the Sun
and Earth), in which the gravitational pull compensate for one another and third bodies,
for example, space probes, stay in place and become stabilized, Those bodies are not
affected by any other forces, only very weak gravitational forces, emanating from their
own bodies (any object with mass has a gravitational field),

In this way the human bodies hovering in space over a certain period of fime would
be glued togetherin one cluster, an artificial celestial body. Depending on the magnitude
of the biomass, it could evolve into an asteroid or even a planet, If such a process could
be choreographed, we could extra-terraform a cosmic structure of our own: everyone
holding on to a huge ring, snowflake, sphere or some kind of architectural composition.
A cosmic fossil of humanity, Amonument of humans to humans,

This essay is a modified version of the text published in the book Imagining Lithuania: 100 years, 100
visions, 1918-2018, edited by Norbertas Cerniauskas, Marija Drémaité, Tomas Vaiseta and translated by
Romas Kinka (Vilnius: Lithuanian Culture Institute, 2018).
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Apokalipsé jau ¢ia pat, Pandemija, klimato kaita, bolidai, atominis karas, ateiviai - tai
tik keletas scenarijy. O $tai iSsigelbéjimo scenarijy— gerokai maziau,ir daugelis jy sukasi
aplink kity planety kolonizacijg. Bet ar tikrai esame tokie frumparegiai, kad negalétume
jsivaizduoti nieko geresnio, nei savo istorijos pakartojimo? Ir nepasimokéme nieko i§
kolonializmo istorijos? Ar sugebétume sukurti ir i8laikyti naujq ekosistemq Ménulyje ar
Marse, jei sunkiai islaikome tq, kuriq turime dabar? Galy gale, ar fikroi(osfro)efiékcl ileisti
Saknis kitoje planetoje be jos sutikimo?

wuodosios gulbés” teorija teigia, kad tokie jvykiai gali jvykti netikétai ir staiga. Blogi~
ausiu atveju, jei teks susitaikyti su masy planetos ir istorijos pabaiga, kokj Zmogaus pali-
kimg, isskyrus kosmines §ivuk§|es' paliksime Visatoje? Galima svarstyti auksinés patefono
plokstelés, kurioje jradyti Zemés gyvybés ir kultaros vaizdai bei garsai, i$siystos kosminiu
zondu woyager®) analogus. Taciau niekas nepakeis paties Zmogaus.

O jei katapultuotume zmogy j atvirg kosmosq? Vienq king, be nieko. Sutaupytume
svorio ir tario, todél skrydis baty paprastesnis ir maziau kainuoty. O svarbiausia = kos=
mosas yra puiki erdvé konservuoti ilgam, labai ilgam. Atviras kosmosas yra puiki krio=
anabiozés terpé = vakuumas ir beveik absoliutus nulis,

Tam, kad baty iSvengta Saulés radiacijos ir netikéty susidirimy su kitais kosminiais
kanais, J. Urbonas sidlo pasirinkti vienq i$ Langranzo faékq.vPosforieji - tai padétys tarp
dviejy vienas aplink kitg besisukanciy kany (pavyzdziui, Zemés ir Ménulio, Saulés ir
Zemés)' kuriuose gravitacijos jégos kompensuojami, ir tretieji kinaiy pavyzdziui, kosmin=
iai zondai, pakimba vietoje, stabilizuojasi. Ten pakibe kinai néra veikiami jokiy kity jégy,
tik labai silpnos gravitacinés jégos, sklindancios i$ paciy kiany (bet koks objektas su mase
turi gravitacinj laukg),

Taip per tam tikrq laikq kosmose sklandantys kinai sulipty j vieng gumulg, dirbtinj
kosminj king. Priklausomai nuo biomasés dydzio, i$ jos galéty susidaryti asteroidas ar
netgi planeta. Jei Siam procesui baty galima sukurti choreografijq, galétume terafor=-
muoti savo paciy sugalvotq kosmoso struktarg: visi susikibe j didZiulj ziedq, snaige,sferq
ar kokig architektiring kompozicijg, Kosminé Zmonijos fosilija, Monumentas Zmonijai
i$ Zmoniy.

Sis tekstas yra pritaikyta Julijono Urbono teksto versija i$ knygos ,Imagining Lithuania: 100 years, 100 vi-

sions, 1918-2018" Sudaré: Norbertas Cerniauskas, Marija Drémaité ir Tomas Vaiseta; verté Romas Kinka
(Vilnius: Lithuanian Culture Institute, 2018).
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